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Making health equity for persons with disabilities a priority at the 2025 Global Disability Summit – a call to action 

An estimated 1.3 billion people – or 1 in 6 persons – experience significant disability globally. This figure is rising due to population ageing and escalating prevalence of non-communicable and communicable diseases.
Persistent health inequities mean that persons with disabilities face, on average, much poorer health and functioning than the general population. Persons with disabilities have 2.4-fold higher mortality rates than those without disabilities and they are missing 10 to 20 years of life-expectancy. 
These inequities result from unjust and avoidable factors that disproportionately affect persons with disabilities, including discrimination and health system barriers. For example, they are 3 times more likely to be denied healthcare and 4 times more likely to be treated badly in healthcare facilities.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Data from WHO, 2022. Global report on health equity for persons with disabilities & Missing Billion Initiative, 2022. Reimagining Health Systems That Expect, Accept and Connect 1 Billion People with Disabilities.] 

Intersecting factors such as sex, age, gender identity, poverty or migrant status further intensify health inequities experienced by persons with disabilities.
In April 2025, the third Global Disability Summit (GDS) will be held in Berlin, co-hosted by the governments of Germany and Jordan as well as the International Disability Alliance. GDS 2025 will include a focus on inclusive health, providing an opportunity deliver new, measurable and ambitious commitments to strengthen health equity. 
As part of IDDC’s GDS commitments, the Inclusive Health Task Group commits to deepen our engagement with governments and other health stakeholders and to step up our partnership with organisations of persons with disabilities to make disability inclusion a priority within Universal Health Coverage, in all health system strengthening efforts, and across the continuum of health care.

Join us in making new commitments on disability inclusion in health at GDS2025
We call on national governments and local authorities to commit to: 
· Promote the active and meaningful participation of organisations of persons with disabilities across health sector planning, assessment, implementation, and monitoring processes
· Develop and implement policies to ensure that all health services are accessible, affordable, and of high quality for persons with disabilities, including in national health plans and social protection
· Strengthen data, indicators, standards and monitoring for disability inclusion across the health sector
· Ensure disability inclusion training is routinely delivered to all medical and non-medical health staff

We call on the international community to commit to:
· Prioritise disability inclusion in all health investments with reporting criteria to ensure systematic consideration in all health programmes 
· Consistently use or align with the OECD DAC disability marker and set targets for the percentage of health programming which is disability inclusive
· Resource organisations of persons with disabilities to enable them to participate meaningfully in efforts to strengthen health equity for persons with disabilities

This Call to Action is supported by the following organisations:
International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC)
International Disability Alliance (IDA) 
GLAD Inclusive Health Working Group 
Australian Federation of Disability Organisations
CBM Christian Blind Mission
DAHW German Leprosy and Tuberculosis Relief Association
Disability & Development Cooperation (bezev)
FAIRMED
Global Network of Young Persons with Disabilities (GNYPWD) - Pacific Region
HelpAge International 
Humanity & Inclusion (HI)
Inclusive Systems & Development Associates 
International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) 
International Disability Research Programme, University College London 
Light for the World International 
Liliane Fonds
SeeYou Foundation
Sightsavers
Special Olympics, Inc.
SPOON Foundation
The Leprosy Mission

Other information:
To submit commitments for GDS2025, go to https://www.globaldisabilitysummit.org/

For more information on health commitments at GDS, including considerations for commitments by sector, see A closer look at Global Disability Summit health commitments

For information on action to advance health equity for persons with disabilities, see WHO’s Global report on health equity for persons with disabilities 
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